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what to do between the great contending forces
of which he was the victim, he just might, I
say, have overstepped the limit. He might, for
Instance5 have Issued a Bull In which he declared
the original Papal power of dispensation for
marriage with a sister-in-law to be void. He
might have got out of his difficulties by allowing
the verdict of the universities to be, not advisory
to the Holy See, but upon an equality with it.
He might have taken any one of half a dozen
steps, each of which would have been, for the
first time, an admission by a Pope that the
Papacy was not what It was. And, by a sufficient
margin, Clement happily was preserved from
so fatal an excess of weakness.
He was preserved from It by that Divine safe-
guarding of the Church which never fails;
but he was also preserved from it by that element
in him which, for all his faults, remained strong:
a recognition of what was essential to his office.